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tri- al in Frlinkf ur L . Lhe i i.rst i n Ir-rropcr

;:yr::; cIt::;ed ol eye:; opefr, Lhü Lcmcri.§t trial ',ras co$pl"c)<

As the 'Lria1 againsl a .lroup of moslems began on 16th Aprl-I " 2U02-

a.b ihc tlLt"; (F{igh Cr:ur'L) j-n Franklur.t am l"lairr , the evertL iurrtishr-:C Lhc

,nediil uil..ir hcadlines abrlrt the very firsi. Ai tlaide triaL in Ettrrrpe" TL

+nded r-rnspccLacula:ly '",i.th the convlci-ion ol' xh? accused to lon!
:risön senLences f,::r "prerneditat.ed murder wr-th explosive$".

lJosr:.i-n Parsa, mcmbcr of the exil-Iranian tr1p.':-lr:rs' Isnociation es r.rel.1

e-q rrf the PEN-Club, has i'ol loved the i:riai as a frer:-larrce jcurnelis[
of the Hessischer 'lundfunk (Hessen Broadcasl,jnq Corpany in fiermany).

iicr suspi.cion !'ras .ri"roken by inconsisLancies i-n thc presentatir:n of
l.-:viclencn ,ls weLl as the "disappear*nce" o[' .i.mportarit. r..ritnesses fro'rr

l-hn Tsle:-:rislic scene. I.Jhy" for exanrpl*, did Francc rcfuse to ex-i,radite

L!'JD important 'vritnesses for the tri01, 'uJho $erc imprisoned under

*r-rrpiciorr ct tcrrorist activil,ies? ldho t..ras 1;he misterior.ls Muthanna,

ri l'r as KanaJ Cherif , r./hoBe r:ea-1. name ,rias most; probohly Ftatrrouk

Ft;hikerr'? Hi.j r.rä:s in ccnsl.an[". r:onl;act r,r.i-t-h severa] of the accr-Jsed arlC

:4äs vel'! neär'to Llre fLirt- of Lhe accused r*hr:n they uere arrested. He

llcr+ ihen inrnedletely to France" One trran uari knor.;n .Lo have Lr:ft
Aiqnri.a in thr: year 200C, vrhere he had fougtrt in thn psreai 1i--a.'y

lsfamic {-ir'{rups tGIn). This Leo i.o LhE ccnnecLion r.riLh a hiqhly nnmp}cx

and r.,o.Iatile Fcane: The GIA, uho did not on-l-y spreed Lerror and i..:ä!'

Lilrour3houL Al.rierie. Nasr:in Parsa mcntions- the bemb at,rlacks in the Peris
ileLr:c -Ln L.he sunrner oi 1395, !.rhich r.rere attributed to'l-he CIA. But:

i."'hlr i-l1e i.hey?

Many r:lires sur-illcst that the GIA or at Ieest some of their corrfederates

irere spies i'rom l,hr: fiLgerian mi1iLary int-e l ' i"gence vrho organiscrJ Lhc

:rLL;-rcks ers acle nl. Fr'üvccaheurs, in crde r Lo glir up antj.-.t.s lami.c
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:rii(rh as specrilat."i an about an associfiticn Lretr.Jeen Lhe trials and the

:<rclneppirg af i;ourj-sts in Algeria pi"ovüked hi5,rh vi*u,tng f rgure§.

Trr l-tre iEcn rrl' thc nirss of imp{lrtan1. inforrra,iür} ät}(J highty contplex

:onnecl;ir-:r:s, i l. i n unfnrtunate that Lh is hnok is ocr'esiona I iy noh

.:asy tc fu1lou., ü4orc thorotlgh editor'"Lal t'rork ,,.rou1d l':ave Lreen

pprcciat ecl " l.,Jhat s Li l. i remains are the questirins. .ihe trial j tse i f

1as nol brnur;ht. up anyl-hJ.ng nc,,:, It reirilills lJnccrtain if ii tlou1C havc

.:LrrTie L* a:fi afl,trjal. crime os the acc:r.iserJ t+ere ,;nder con§tant :lu::ve"l"ence

:y ths sec:.'ei., services. 'In additionl Dces the secret: set'vice r'lorK

lrri'i.he g;oud of Lhe people, or does i[: heve i life t:f i]r's ot^rrr?

ln the lighi: ot'crtrreni Ü1A and END *ftairs, the ro3.e and value oi'

:er:ret scrrr-iüiis nccd üo he reconsidtired ifi a democr.tcy'

r\lasrin Pe rs*: Ierrnri-sts or Fuppeis af Lhe Sr:cret Service?
Tamhon Verlaq. Frankfuri am Main 20üfi.
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