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Rovelations about the terrorist trial in Frankfurt, the first in Europe

ateurs?

myes clossed or eyes open, Lhe Lerreorist trial was complex
4 ¥ pet,

As the trial against & group of moslems began on 1€th April, 2002
at the OLC (High Courl) in Frankfurt am Main, the evenl [urnished the
media with headlines about the very first Al Qaide trial in REurope. Ti
znded unspectacularly with the conviciion ol the accused to long

arison sentences for "premeditated murder with explosives”.

Nasrin Parsa, member of the exil-Ironien Weiters' Pssoriation as well
as of the PEN-Club, has followed the trial as a free-lance journalist
of the Hessischer Rundfunk (Hessen Broadcasting Company in Germany).
Hor suspicion was awcken by inconsistancies in the presentation of
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cvidence as well as the "disappeorsnce” of mportart witnesses from
the Tslamistic scene. Why, for example, did France rctuse to extradite
two important witnesses for the trial, who were imgrisoned under
suspicion of terrorist activities? Whoe was the misterious Muthanna,
alias Kemal Cherif, whose real name was mosi probably Mabrouk

Fchiker? He was in copstanl contact with several of the accused and
#as very near to the flat of the accused when tThey were arrested. He
fiow then immediately +o France. Ore man was known to have left
Algeria in the year 2000, where he had fought in the paramilitary
Islamic greups (GIA). This led to the connection with a highly complex
and volatile scene: The GIA, who did not only spread terror and fear
throughout Algeria. Nastin Parsa mentions the bomb attacks in the Paris

Metro in the summer of 1995, which were attributed to the GIA. But
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who are they
Many clues suggest that the GTA or at least some of their confederates

were sples rom the Algerian militery intel igence who organised the

abtacks as agent provocateurs, in crder to stir up anti-lslamic
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in v ag Lo force the covernoent Lo support the
government in Algeria. Why was this cvidense not investigated

French investigations show Lhe connsction
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such as speculation about an association between the trials end the
<idnappirg of tourists in Algeria provoked high viewing figures.

Tnn the fzce of the mass of important informaiion and highly complex
sonnecticns, iL is unfortunate that this book is occasionaliy not
masy to follow. More thorough editorial work waould have been
appreciated. What still remains are the questions. The trisl itself
qas not brought up anybhing new. It remsins uncertain if it would have
some Lo en actual crime es the accused were under constant survelence
oy the secrei services. Tn addition: Does the secret service work

for the good of the people, or does it have a 1ife of it’s own?

in the light of current CIA and BND affairs, the role and value of

secret services noed Lo be reconsidersd in a democracy.
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